"iiece By Firece Dalmanutha! " 

Text- Mark 8:15, "tad He charged them saying, Take heed. Beware of the 
leaven of the Iharisees, and of the leaven of Herod. 

Scriptures Mark 8:10-21 

In striving to piece the puzzle of Jesus' wherahouts during this time in .lis 
life, we see that it is difficult to pinpoint just exactly where He was at a 
given time. The -eason of course is that we do not have all of the facts at 
hand in order to determine this. As in the last two services we are at a 
place which is not definitely identified. Dalmanutha is the name of the 
city to which Jesus came according tooui? Scripture for toninght. 
The name appears we are told in the best Greek manuscripts. This account 
takes place following the feeding of the 4-000 and we can perhaps find a clue 
views account, for he tells us that Jesus got into a boat and came to 
. Now Magadan or Magdala was a town that was loacted on the West side 
of the ;ea of Galilee. And it is quite likely that Dalmanutha is another 

n > for this town. Magdala is thectown from which a certain Wary came from 

word 
and thus she had the name Mary Magdalene. The tazxa Magdala means "fort" or 

"tower". The modern city of Hejdel is located there today and is located at 
a strategic point at a junction ofvthe roadalong the lake from Tiberias and the 
road coming down from the hills into the plain through the Valley of Robbers. 
Thus we can probably say that Jesus wxsxiEasXEiixa at this point, was located 
on the .Jest side of the iea of Galilee. 

a J harisees came forth and sought a sign from Him we are told to test Him. 
They were interested in tl to get something on Him so they could accuse 
Him and bring Him to trial. They were looking for something like a thunder 
clap, or lightning, or some other miraculous feat. The Pharisees are inter- 
ested in seeing what this man is capable of doing. But we read that He 
sighed deeply in His spirit, probably meaning that He drew a sigh of, "What's 
t... use, these people will never learn." Probably ouch like we breath a sigh 
impatience with people at times. 

Jesus flatly refuses to give them a sign, and since He could not get away 
from them on land He gets back into the boat with His disciples and they went 



to the other side of the lake. Jesus tells His disciples to "Beware of the 
] ten of the Pharisees, and of the leaven of Herod." 

But the disciples are not completely aware of what lie is saying and so they 
talk it over among themselves and the only answer they can come up with is, 
that He is speaking about the fact that there is no bread with them. Je need 
to understand at this point that the Jews were concerned about leaven. Leaven 
is to us is yeast, or that substance we can add to bread to make it rise. 
To the Jews it was a portion of a previous batch of dough that was saved to 
serve the purpose of fermenting the next batch of dough. When baking a little 
of the dough was held back to be used the next time. The real significance 
of all of this is to be found in the fact that when the Israelites left Egypt 
they were forbidden to have leaven in their possession. Jhey could only have 
.oavened bread. Thus, during the Peast of The Passover, Ikhjlkk the Israel? 
ites were forbidden to have leaeraen in their possession, or to have it in 
t' ir household. 

Leaven has a fermenting quality to it, or a bacterial action, and fermentation 
was a process of corruption. Thus fermentation or leavening of something 
was to make it evil, ajd so we can perhaps understand what Jesus was saying 
about the Pharisees and Herodians. 

Jesus then qurstions His disciples further and reminds them of how many peo- 
ple were fed with very little, and how food was left over. He is telling 
£hem that He is sufficient for all and there is no need of any other food. 

is pointing out that He is the Bread of Life, and that they are spiritually 
deaf and blind. 

./hen we read incidents like these, the tendency is always there to make Jesus 
out to be a stern, hard taskmaster who is impatient with the stupidity of 
men. But if we strive to read between the lines, we can see instead a per- 
il who spore with love and patience. Instead of showing anger, He more 
likely was showing love. He probably questioned them with a mild manner. 
He was dealing with a group of men who were not spiritually minded, and thus 
they thought in terms of bread which was for food and to be eaten to fulfill 
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ones hunger. This is the picture of Jesus that we should, carry with us. 

picture of a loving person concerned with getting His message accross 
and taking the time and. the patience to do so. 

The point of all of this is that it is easy to be concerned with all the 
cares and problems of life, We can get hung up on just living each day. 
In this re re are like the disciples. We think of food and clothing. 
We think of taking care of our material needs and then when we have tijfre left 
over, we think of the things of the spirit. This is the temptation we all 
face, and it is not some isolated thing that just happened to a group of 
12 men long ago. The problem is with us today as well. 

We are beseiged on all sides today by ' i cc PS of all kinds of appliances 

tools, conveniences and gimmicks. SfeixxixxHkaixfeasxgEiiHHXHXxint We are led 
to believe that we cannot live properly unless we have a certain kind of 
washer and dryer. Or our teeth aill fall out if we do not use a certain 

thpaste. Or we will lose our charm and feeauty unless we use a certain 
pipoo or other cosmetics. We are not in style unless we drive a new car 
of a certain beand. ?rom all of this we see that we are involved in a 

ritual battle on a spiritual battleground, which is a part of our every- 
day lives. The devil uses all aerts of gimmicks and devices to hurt us. 

one big weapon is that of having us believe we cannot live without 
a lot of different things. One modern observer has wisely said, "The devil's 

atest weapon is the belief that he does not exist." roa this we can 
a .justification for the period of Lent. ?or Lent is axtime to renew our 
lives by sorting out those things which are keeping us from being what God 
wants each of us taate to be. It is a time to renew our loyalty to Jesus 

■1st and to come to Him anew, or even come to Him for the first time. 
It is a time to take our stand on the Side of Christ and to be aware of 
t leaven of the Pharisees and the Herodians. iHXEasaxKsxMayxHEtocicHHWxwkstfc 
tkisxiesxEHxisxxitxxsxtkExifiaxKHXHx The leaven of the Pharisees was that 
of being self-righteous and smug. They knew it all, and they had a croner 
on Ska religion. 
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Wed. Eve. - 7:30 P.M. 
Prelude Music: "Prelude" Beethoven 

"Evensong" Kqepke 

Silent Meditation 
•Processional Hymn Mo. GO "Saviour, breathe an evening 

blessing* 
•Invocation - Choral Amen 

Scripture Lesson: Mark 8:10-21 

•Gloria Patri 

•Evening Frayers and Choral Response 
Offer i ng 

Offertory "Softly & Tenderly Jesus is Calling" 

Thompson 
Hymn No. U.75 "Sweet hour of Prayer" 

Sermon: "Piece By Piece 

DALMANUTHAJ " 
Sermon P-ayer 
•Hymn No. 55 "Sun of my soul" 



Benedi ction 

STLUDE 



"Fanfare" Lorenz 

-------- *congregation stand i ns - _ - - _ 

If you know of anyone looking for a Church Home - 
new members will re received on palm sunday, please 
place a slip of paper or one out of the pew rack 

IN THE OFFERING PLATE OR GIVE TO Rev . Ll NK AS YOU 
LEAVE. 

The Youth will take charge of Ushering tonight. 
Deacon and Mrs. William Pflugh will represent CoUKtu, 
at the door tonight. 
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Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



